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To ty Horiourcd Friend 
FOSEPH SMART, Eſq 
_ High Sheriff of the County of Eſex. 


SIR, 
|| Do'not-think my ſelf obliged to make an A- F 
' pology to the World for the publication of Ih 
. this Sermon; which you:very well know, Sir, is Kd 
none of my act; and I am ſure-was far from my ! 
intention when I compoſed it ; indeed, as for the 
faults of the Sermon, I alone am reſponſible, but 
then it ought to be conſidered that the more faul- 
ty it is, the more obedience I have ſhewn in the 
publication of it ;- and indeed, it would have 
very ill become me, eſpectally after I had been 
preaching up Submiſſion ' to Superiours, ſo far. 
to have contradited -my own Doftrine by my 
Praflice, as not to have complied with the re- 
peated deſires of the learned and reverend Fudge; 
your ſelf and thoſe loyal Gentlemen of the Grand - 
Fury. I know very well that Diſcourſes of this na- 
| ture are but too needfull in ſuch an Age as this, . 
wherein the minds of the People, by ſucking in 
the contagious breath of falſe Teachers, are ſo 
wofully infefted with : ſeditious and. rebellious. 
Principles; againſt which I have herein endea- 
A. 2. voured 
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woured to copfertle as _ antbn as the Rar- 
row compaſs. of a Sermon would contain , but: 

) ſhort @ Diſcourſe+it is a hard matter to doe _ 

juſtice to” ſo. oj an argument, Aud T am 
apt to think, Sir, that had not your judgment 
been too much bribed by the known candor and 
ghdeds of 007 mamegrs by your kindneſs to th 
Authour of it, and eſpectally by your immineable 
Loyalty to your Prince, which could: never be 
ſhock by all the late attempts of | a. poprelar 
Fattion, you would bave found defefts- exongh 
in it to have excuſed me\for my own credit Jake 
from publiſhing it to the World; but ſince it 
muſt be, 1 pray God it may: anſwer your. wh 
intention, which T am very jure was to dee: good 
to the World by it, to open the eyes of. theſe: mi 
ſerably miſled Souls that 'in numerous droves 
have been. fedaced into Faction and Difloyalty, 
and to dire their waudring fleps into the: paths 
of righteouſneſs and peace and obedience. 1 


remain, 


Sir, 
Your moſt obliged and 
affectionate Servant, 
FOHN SCOTT. 
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Te. every Soul be ſubjef? to the | bigher 


. Powers; for the Powers that are, are 
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TW N which words you have firſt a Duty 
-. 4njoined, Let every Soul be ſubject to 

i 27he higher Powers. Secondly, A rea- 
_ fon inforcing it, for the Powers that 
are, are ordained of. God... In the duty there 
are three things .confiderable. Firſt , The 
extent of it, 1t 1s to every Soul. Secondly , 
The matterof it, it 1s tobe ſubjeF. Thirdly, 
The Object of it, the higher Powers, of each 

of which I ſhall diſcourſe very briefly. 

Firſt, Here 1s the extent of this Duty , ic 

15 to every Soul, that:1s, to every man of what 
Order or Degree or Quality ſocver , whe- 
ther he be High or Low:, Rich or Poor, 
Spiritual or Secular, none are cxempt , Jer 
every Soul be ſubjed ; —_ any cexcepth 
| . on 
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C2] 
on cither of St. Peter and his Succeſſours, 
ſon extends equally to both, becauſe the 
Powers that are, are ordained of 'God ; they 
are by God's Commiſſion and rul: by 
his Authority and. thercore neither the | 
Biſhop of Rome, nor the majo ay of the 
People can claim exemption' from this 
duty of Subjection , - wnthout arrogating 
to themſelves an Authority ſuperiour to 
_ God's; forif we muſt be fubject to them, 
becauſe they rule by God's. —_— 


« 


* 


then it's certain there are nane that are (1 

je& to God bur” are under tho force and 
But then Secondly, You have here the 
matter of this. Duty, and that isro be fabje. 
in winch comprehenfhive phraſe 1s moluded 
the whole Duty of Subjects 10 their Princes. 
and af ragras , honeuring _ _— 
' reverencing ther Authoriy,, athiſting them 
againſt ther Enenues:, defending is rights. 
ot their Government, and confſcientouthy. 
rendering to them their duc Cuitomes and. 
Tributes; but more eſfpecialiy and particu+ 
larly. , it wacludes our free and ready tab: 
miſten tethem mn. yiclding a chearfull 
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heir Cort fo far as we can 
innocently and: confiftemly wich our daty 
to"God, arid where' we cannot in patiently 
andergoing;: all thofe pains and penalties 
they ſhall think mect to wfli on us for our 
difobedictice, in faftermge their unjuſt perſe- 
cutions wichorrt murtmaring or clamour , 
without. diſturbing. their” Government, or 
reliftig chew Authority , ot indeavouring 
to repel cheir Force with Force; but meckly 
fabmurcing our cauſe co' the judgment. of 
God, who is the Patrow and Protectour of 
oppreſſed Innocence: Bur for our clearcr 
underſtanding; this neceffary dury of ſub 
jection to our Princes and Governours , 1 
thall briefly explain'the particulars' implied 
mt, which are theſe five. 

Firſt, Ic implies our ready and cheartull 
obedience toithem-in all lawtull chings. 

_ Secondly, Our obedience to them in all 

doubtfull things. 

Thirdly, It implies out obedience to them 
in all thoſe cafes whetein'we are not able to 
judge for our ſelves. OY 

- Fourthly ,- It unplics great warinefs and 
caution, mPpronotincihg' againſt-their judg- 
ment-anddetefiniratons. = Lo. 

Z Ks. Fifthly, 
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_ Fifthly, It implies our. meck and patient 
ſubmiſſion to the penaltics of their Laws and 
determinations , when upon a full perſwa- 
ſflonof theunlawfulneſs of them, we cannot 
actually comply with them. wt 

Firſt, This ſubje&tion to our Prince im- 
plics our chearfull and ready obedience to 
him, in all lawfull things, for, whatſoever 
God hath neither commanded nor - forbid- 
den by his own immediate diCtate and: au- 
thority, he hath authorized his Vicegerents 
tro command or forbid, as they ball) udge 
it moſt expedient for the publick; fo that 
when they command what God hath not 
forbidden , or forbid what he hath not 
commanded, their will is God's, who com- 
mands us by their mouths , and ſtamps 
their injunctions with his own authority ; 
and unleſs we admit this, we totally deveſt 
the. Magiſtrate of his power of making 
Laws, becauſe there remains no other mat- 
cer for new Laws, but onely thatwhich the 
Laws of God have left indifferent : /fo that 
unleſs this may be commanded or 'forbid- 
den by the Magiſtrate, he hath no new mat- 
ter lett to make new Laws of, when there- 
fore the matter whuch he injoins or forbids, 
Is 
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15 left free-and unreſtrained by the Laws of 
God, we are obliged in Conſcience by that 
divine Authority which God hath veſted 
him with, to render him a free and chear- 
full obedience. $ 

Secondly, This. Subje&tion to our Go- 
yernours implies our ready obedience to 
them in all doubttfull things, for it is to be 
conſidered, that 'tis as much our duty to 
obey our Govyernours in things that are 
lawtull, as not to obey them in things that 
are unlawfull; and therefore if we' onely 


doubt whether their Commands are lawtull, 


or no, our doubt ought to make us as fear- 
full of diſobeying as it doth of obeying 
them, becauſe the danger of ſinning is on 
both ſides equal, and therefore in this cafe 
where we are neceflitated to determine our 
ſelves one way or tother, it 1s doubtleſs our 
duty to determine on that {ide which makes 


moſt for the publick ſecurity and peace,which + 


next to the Honour of God and the Salya- 
tion of Souls ought to be prefer'd above 
all things; wheretore in caſes of a doubt- 
full. nature, *tis both modeſt and ſafe to. 
ſubſcribe to the judgment of our Supert- 
ours, becauſe in ſo doing we haye- not 

F - " onely 


# Sox & . be ws ERS, BE SARS”. + ods Pte, 
, : a. ; ; &.8. Oy s 
= % a * Bs a w : 5 c 
- . ' Sn 4 7 a 
4 Vo wv. & 
J _— fp dpqn MF 
Fin Re, - 
- #7. 0 
* : v = 
Set 4 
p_— iy 4 
. - % 
wk 


- 


-onely our.own ignorance to- excuſe, but ... + 


their authority to warrant us; and if we'"- 


ſhould happen to- be-1n the wrong throug 


our modeſty and. humility, 'rwill be ſafer 


for us than to be. in the right through our 
pride and ſel-conceit. | 
Thirdly, This duty of Subjetion ro onr 


®. 


% 
. . 


Governaurs, implies our ready obedience to 


chem in all-thofe caſes wherein:we are not 
capable. of judging for our ſelves; for he 
who refuſes to obey: his Governears in 
matters that he. cannot- judge of, diſobeys 
he knows not why,. and to- avoid doing 
that which he doth not know to- be: a Sin 
refuſes to doe that which he knows to be 
a Duty ;. ſo. that though. that which: he 
refuſes ſhould: be unlawtull; yet this cannot 
be the. motive of his- refafal - who under- 


tands. not the reaſons which make- it ſo; 


but by following the reaſon of our Gover- 
nours where our own- cannot _guide'us we 
take the beſt courſe we can' not op þc mi- 
ſaken, and if we ſhould be miſtaken we 
have this to excuſe us, that*twas by follow- 
mg anauthority-which God himſelf hath ſet 


over us, whercas if we'arc miſtaken on the 
other fide, - we are akogether- inexcuſable. 
| Fourthly, 
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| &* :* Fourthly,, This dury of Subjedtion to 
[ © aur Supcriours dorh allo imply grear wari- 
nes and caution in pronouncing” againſt 
ticir judgment and determinations, for by 


the Laws of Chriſtian modeſty we are ob- 
liged to believe our Governours'to be wiſer 
than we; becauſe 


 ſpet of things, and 'greater adyantages of 


inquiring into them ; and therefore chough 

we may haye ſome little probability that - 

t 1s falſe, 'or their command - 

ght not preſently to - 

; | | CIS It be 11 ſuch plain - 

and evident caſes as do:not hey 
E 


cheir' zad 
unlawtull, yet we - 
determine 1t ſo, ui 


the probabilry of their opinion but t 


jects the command of his Superiours as un- 


hwfall, plainly ſhews that 'tis not ſo much - 
the Sin of their Command: that difpleaſes - 
him as the Authority of 1t, and that 'tis not . 
his Conſcience that takes offence ar it, but . 
_ his Humour; for if it were Conſcience, 
the xeverence which he bears to the autho- - 


rey which commands him would. infpire 
him with. an awfull reſpect to. the judg- 


ment of his Superiours, and a modett ſu- 
| He therefore who 
upon; 


they have a larger pro- 
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e of: probabi- 
liry againſt the judgment of his Stperiours 
ounces itzfalſe and erro- 
neous, plainly ſhes that MT hagh too little 
deference to themy/and too mich to him- 


ff; and: while he 'thus undervalues their 


Wiſcdom and overvalues his own, it's e- 
vident that he wants a great deal of that 
modeſty and humility that becomes a du- 
tifull and obedient Subject. & 
Fifthly and laſtly, This duty of Subjec- 
tion to our Superiours alſo implies our 
meek and patient ſubmiſſion to the penalties 
of their Laws, when upon a full perſuaſion 
of the unlawfulneſs of them we cannot ac- 
tually comply with them ; for- when the 


. Commands of our Prince do interfere with 


the Commands of God, it is an undoubted 
Rule that we muſt obey God rather than 
Man; but then at the ſame time that our 


\ Allegiance to the Throne of Heaven jobli- 


ought to be dearer than all, our Religion; 


ges to refuſe ative Obedience to obur'tem- 
poral Prince, it indiſpenſably obliges us to 


| render paſſive, and not to uſe any. violence 


againſt him, though It be in the defence of .* 
our Eſtates, or Liberties, or Lives, or which 


for 
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for the juſt uſe of violence is founded in 
a juſt authority over the Perſon upon 
whom 1t 1s excrciſed., and ſyppoſes a righe 
in him that uſes it to call the Ferfon tO ac- 
count againſt whom he' uſes it, and puniſh 
him according to his demerit, without 
which right the uſe of violence is an inju- 
rious outrage and oppreſſion ; but ſove- 
reign Princes are in. their ſeveral Domini- 
ons next to and immediate under God, the 
moſt high Sovereign of the World, and 
therefore having no Authority but his a- 
bove them are accountable onely to his 
Tribunal; fo that for Subje&s in any caſe 
whatſoever to. offer violence to their Prince 
1s to uſurp the Throne of God, and invade 
his ſovereign Tribunal , for in offering vi- 
 olence to them we claim a ſuperiority over 
them, and in ſo doing impiouſly treſpaſs 
on the peculiar of the Almighty, and ar- 
rogate his divine Prerogative of being King 
of Kings and Lord of Lords; for ſince 
| God alone is placed aboye them, as being 
the ſole King of ſovereign Kings, how can 
weaſſume ſuperiority over them without ſet- 
ting our ſelves in the place of God? unleſs 


therefore we will render our ſelves guilty 
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[10] 
of the higheſt affront to, and prophana- 
tion of the divine Majeſty, we haye' no a- 
ther remedy, whenever we are reduced to 
that_cxtremity as. that we cannot. ONcy/ Our 
Prince without diſobeying Godi, but: to 
diſcharge our duty courageoufly and faith- 
fully ro God, and meckly and quietly to 
fubmict to the unjuſt Perſecutzons of our 
Prince, referring our Cauſe to. that ſove- 
xcign Tribunal before which Princes; and 
Peaſants muſt one day give an account ta- 
gcther for cyery a and unrighteous 
ation: ' And though this may Teem. a hard 
Chapter to thoſe who conſider onely ohe fide 
of the caſe, yet there is nothing more appa- 
rent than that the hberty of reſiſting Princes 
would prove a far greater mifetuct-to the 
World than all che Cruelties and oppreſfſt-- 
ens of the moft barbarous- Tywants; for 
what. though there never was any Gover-- 
nour ſo wiſe and good as not to-bo chapge-- 
able with ſome faults and miſcarriages, we . 
Fiſt be 


ought to-conſider that our World yuſtbe 
governed by Men and'not:by Angels; and... 
that perhaps there neyer was-any;lawfull - 
Prince ſo. bad, the benefits: of whoſe Gor 
yernmeat. did :not far out-weigh the = : 
chiefs 


[ 11 ] 

chiefs. of his. Tytanny ; and that therefore it 
is wiſcly digible for us rather to ſuffer a lefs 
eyil' than to deprive , our ſelyes of a greater 
good. . It 1s a. notable ſaying of 7acitus, 
where he_brings Ceriahs the Roman General 
thus beſpeaking his revolted Souldiers, Qzo- 
modo flerilitatem, nimios imbres © cetera na- 
ture mala, fic lixum vel avaritiam dominan- 
tium tolerate ; vitia erunt donec homines, ſed 
neque hac continua , W meliorum interventu 
penſantur ; i. e. you muſt bear the Luxury 
and Covctouſneſs of your Rulers as ye 
do- Barreanefs and unſeaſonable Showers ; 
there will be fauilts as long as there are Men, 
but bad Men: are not always, and we are 
generally compenſated for them with a ſuc- 
ceilion of good. But had God l[cft us at 
liberty to reſiſt when we .are oppreſt, the 
conſequence of this muſt have been an c- 
ternal ftate of War, in which inſtead of 
ſuffering.the oppreſlions of one Tyrant, we 
ſhould every one turn Tyrant to every 0- 
ther, and: therefore 'tis apparently for our 
ood that he hath tied up our hands. And 

uk with-all poſſible brevity I -have explat- 
ned: the: Particulars included in this Duty 
of Subjection; - | 
C 2 I now 
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\ TI now procecd to the third and laft con- 
ſiderable-m this Duty, viz. the Object of 
It, viz, the higher Powers; by which it's e- 
vident we are to underſtand the Perſons of 
ſoyereign Princes and Goycrnouts, and not 
the Laws and Conſtitutions, as ſome of 'our 
Republican Doctours pretend, ' for this Epi- 
ſtle was writ either under Claudius or Nero, 
whoſe Wills were the onely Laws they go- 
verned by, and yet theſe were the higher 
Powers to whom the Apoſtle requires our 
Subjection; and thoſe whom he here calls 
the higher Powers in the third Verſe he calls 
the Rulers, and in the fourth Verſe he tells 
us that this higher Power 1s the Minifter of 
God, and a Revenger to execute wrath upon 
him that doeth WT, which . muſt neceſfarily 
be meant of the Govyernaurs, and. not of 
the Laws; and accordingly St. Peter thus 
explains it, 1 Pet. 2. 13. Be ſubje to every 
ordinance of Man for the Lord's L e, whether 


it be to the King , 6 <xaplywlh, as ſupreme, 


which 1s the very word that is here u- 
ſed for. the higher Powers, ſo that by_ the 


higher Powers here muſt be meant the Per- 
fon or Perſons. that are veſted. with: che ſu- 
preme and ſoycteign Powers ;: for that uv 


every 
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every - Nation: there ſhould be a ſovereign 


Power 1s as indiſpenfably neceflary as that 
there ſhould be a Government ; for where- 
ever there 1s any Government there muſt 
be a. laſt Appeal, otherwiſe no diffe- 
rence or controyerſie can eyer be finally 
decided; and whereevyer the laſt Appeal is, 
whether it be to a King, a Senate, or the 
majority of the People, there muſt be ab- 
ſolute and ſovereign Power from which 
there can be no farther appeal, and againſt 
which there can be no oppoſition or reſi- 
ſtence; for. to talk of a ſupreme Power 
which is not unaccountable and irreſiſtible 
is nonſenſe, for whatſoever Power is liable 
to be called to account or reliſted ; hath a 
Power that 1s ſuperiour to it, and ſo can- 
not be ſupreme: and accordingly the Apoſtle 
declares in the Verſe enſuing my Text, that 
whoſoever refifleth the Power, refifleth the Ordi- 


nance of God, and that they that reſiſt ſhall re- 


ceive to themſelves damnation. Now the ſu- 
preme power to which weof this Nation owe 
{ubjection 1s the King , whom our Laws 
do; declare and recognize to be our ſu- 
preme and ſoyercign Lord, for fo, for in- 
{tance the Statute of Pramunire _ ; 
| that 
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chat 1the:Crowe [of "Eneliland its 189/166 fearatly 
Sulgeftion:; but immediately fubjef to Goll in 
all things 'touching the. Regality of the - ſame ; 
and'25 #.8.21. makes this Recognition'to his 
Majeſty, : That his Grace's Realm hith two fu- 
periour under God but onely his Grite, and that 
next wnto. God they owe him a- natural and 
humble obedience; and in' other - Eaws 'it 1s 


declared to' bz high. Freafon ito: tevy: Atms 


againft the 'Kmp'either within or without 
the Realm,: and tharit ivanlawfall for boch 
or cither Houſes: of Parliament to raiſe or 
levy. War-offenfive or defenfive. againſt his 
Majefty or tis Hems and lawtull: Sacceſ- 
ſours, and that it is not lawfull-upon any 
pretence whatſoever to take-Arms againſt 
the King, and that. we" ayge'to-abhor-rhat 
teaiterous Poſition 'of taking Arms by his 
Authority againſt his Perſon, - or againſt 
thoſe who are commiſſioned by hum ; by 
all which it is abundantly evident who 
this higher Power-is among us, to whom 
we arc to render our Subjetion. EZ 
Having thus explained the: Terms of the 
Duty, I proceed: in. the next place to- the 
Reaſon of-1t, for the Powers that are, are or- 
dained.of God. - :- D369 >» 
151 All 
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All Sovereign Princes do ' derive their 
power and authority from God; whoſe Al- 
mighty providence . doth more- peculiarly 
concern it ſelf in the diſpoſal ob Crowns 


and Sceperes, and doth'influence all ſecond 


cauſes to conſpire in:-the advancement-.of 


fuch perſons to Empire, as he himſelf has 
firſt choſen and approved , for there is no 


perſon can haye right to:govern: in God's - 
Kingdom under him, .unlefs: if be'by: com: 

miſhon andauthority from him; and indeed - 
to derive the authoriy of Sovereign Princes - 
from any'ather head but. God , s.in: effect 

to. deny him-to be the ſupreme Goyernour - 
of the World; -which choſe! perſons would + 


do well tp.confider who make: the people 


the Fountain of regal authority; for as on | 
the one hand; if-3t be by: God's Authority 
that Kings: Reign, 1t:is God.that governs by . 


them, and nor the people, ſoon. the other, 
if it be by the. peoples authority: ; it 1s the 


pcople that govern by:then: and not God, 
xf it; be the choice. of the people that makes - 
their ' Prince . without any Commuthon or |. 
Authority from God, then it 1s certain that - 
Princes/are/the: peoples :Vicegerents and/not - 
God's, but now un all 'goveruments the ſur 
| preme 
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preme-'1s the Fountain of all inferiour'au- 


thorities, -and if there beany authoriry with- 


in its Jurisdiction that is not fronr it , and 
dependent upon it, it muſt be coordinate 
with-it, and then it. cannot: be fupreme:; 
how then:can God: be: ſupreme Goyernour 
of the World, when there are other coordi- 
nate Authorities with him that are indepen- 
dent from him, and that owe not their be- 
ing to him? The Peoples choice [therefore 
evcn in EleEtive Governments, can fignifie 
no more than the bare preſenting of a per- 


fon to: God, to be authorized his Vicege- 


rent by him , whoif their choice be juſt 
and lawfull , is fuppoſed to direct them to 
it by his providence, and conſequently to 
conſent to and approve it , and thereby to 
authorize the perſon ſo preſented, for So- 
vereign authority 1n the abſtract is ordained 
and inſtituted by God, but abſtracted Au- 
thority cannot govern without a perſon 
veſted with it , and to veſt him with it; he 
muſt not 'be onely applied to the Autho- 
rity, bur the Authority muſt be applied |to 


' him ; but now where the -people haye a - 


wy the 


right to Election, they can onely ap 
perſon to the Authority, but *tis Gc 
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ſent and approbation which applies the 
Authority to the perfon , who thereupon 
commences ſupreme under God , and 
hath no ſuperiour Tribunal but God's to 
account to, and thus according to the 
Prophet Daniel, the moſt high rules inthe 
Kingdoms of men, becauſe as Lord of all 
the Lords , . and King of all the Kings of 
the Earth , he rules by their Miniſtry . 
and they rule by his Authority ; and hence 
in Scripture they arc ſaid to be the Minifters 
of God , Rom. 13. 6. The Chriſts or anointed 
of the Lord , Ila. 45. 1. And are flyled Gods, 
and the Children of the moſt high, Pſal. $2. 6. 
And hence alſo they are ſaid to att in God's 
ſtead, and to judge not for men but for God, 
2 Chron. 19.6. And their Kingdoms are 
ſaid to be giyen them by God , and they 
to be advanc'd to their Thrones by God , 
2 Dan. 21. 37. T 

Since therefore all ſupreme Powers are 
ordained and commiſſioned and authorized 
by God, it hence neceſlarily follows , chat 
to refuſe ſubjection to them 1s no' leſs: than 
open Rebelhon againſt God: himſelf ; for 
Kings in. their ſeveral Provinces , are the 
Viccroys of the Almighty Soyereign of the 


D World, 
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[8] 
World, and therefore as he who denics ſub- 


j<tion.to the King's Viceroy affronts the 
Authority of the King , ſo they who deny 


ſubjection to the King , brave and affront 


the Authority of the King of Kings ; for 
ſince it 1s by God's Authority, that t by 
rules, *tis God's Authority that they refuſe 
to be ruled by, for whatſocver the perſonal. 
qualifications of Princes are, we ought to 
conſider that the Character they bear 1s Di- 
vine , as being a ray and repreſentation of 
the great Maxſty above ; and therefore 'tis 
notſo much to them that we are obliged to 
bow down as to the Divine Image which 
they bear about them, ſo that like Ambaſ- 
fadours they derive not their honour from 
themſelves, but from the Sovereign Majeſty 
which they repreſent and pcerfonate, and 
the veneration, we render them like that 
which Moſes paid to the burning Buſh, is 
not ſo properly rendred to them , as to the 
Divinity in them ; whether therefore they 
are good or bad we are obliged to reſpect 
them as the ſupreme Vicegerants of God in 
the World, and to conſider their Perſons as 
conſecrated with the Divine Majeſty which 
Robes and inyelts them, and herein ou 

=_ 
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the force of the Apoſtle's reaſon , for the 


Powers that are, are ordained of God. 

And now having given you an account 
of the duty in the Text Let every Soul be 
ſubjef to- the higher Powers. 1 ſhall crave 
leave briefly to inforce it, by ſome other 
motives and conſiderations, | befides that 
which the Apoſtle here urges, iz That 
the Powers that are, are ordained of God. 
Firſt, Conſider, that upon our dutifull 
Subjection to our Prince, depends our tem- 
poral Happineſs and welfare ; for as with- 
out government there can be no Society, ſo 
without obedience there can-be no Govern- 
ment ; and fo long as men are indifpoſed 
to obey, the Government muſt be a burthen 
to them, and they, to the Government ; and 
whilſt the Rulers and Subjects inſtead of be- 
ing ſupports are oppreſſions to one another, 
they are in the ready way to diflolye and 
fly in pieces, and what can the conſequence 
of this be , but an over-flowing deluge of 
Miſferies and Confuſions, of the truth of 
which, we of this Nation have not many 
years agoe made a wofull experiment ; for 
when through our reſtleſs impatience of 
Subjection, we had pull'd down our lawfull 
D 2 YOVELcign. 
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Sovereign from his Throne , and unhing'd 
theancient frame of our Government, what 
was the iflue of 1t but Oppreſſion and Sla- 
very , and endleſs Confuſion ? for when 
once we had unfixt our ſelves from our pro- 
per Centre, how did we roul through eve- 
ry form of Government, ſtill addreſſing to 
each for relief and caſe ?. and when we had 
moved every Stone, and raifed- it to the 
top of the Hill, it ſtill came tumbling down 
. again upon us ; fo that ours,. like Siſyphus 
his labour was like to have no other end., 
but various., reſtleſs ,. and endleſs Calami- 
ty, till at laſt, God took. pity on. us, and 
refetled us on our ancient Foundations ;- ſo 
that had it not been for this late ſhameleſs 
and barefac'd Rebellion , by which if God 
had not been more mercifull to us,, we had 
hurl'd back our ſelves again into our old 
confuſjons , 1 could never haye imagined 
we could have been ſo abandon'd of our rea- 
ſon, as in the ſame age to act over the ſame 
Tragedy again ; but if as a juſt puniſhment 
of our Sins, God ſhould permit us to.be ſo 
far infatuated, as to fell our libertics again, 
for fear of being inſlaved, to fight againſt 
the principles-of. our Religion 1n che _— 

OF 


[ 22 ] 
of it, to rip up the Bowels of our native 
Countrey to preſerve it, and in a word, to 
go tocroſs or pile witha company of beggar- 
Iy Male-contents for our own | Eſtates and 
Fortunes, and run our ſelves into preſent 
and certain, miſchiefs, to prevent future and 
contingent ones; 1f theſe things, I ſay, ſhould 
happen again , which God forbid , a very 


ſmall Prophet may cafily foretell the wofull 
conſequence of it ; and when we ſhall ſee _ 


our Fields {trewed over again with the Car- 


kaſles of our Friends and Relations, our 


Cities, Towns and Countries laid waſte by 
an unnatural War, and ſhall. come to caſt 
up our accounts , and to. reckon all the 
Bloud and Treaſure we have ſpent , onely 
to purchafe Confuſion or Slavery, then we 
ſhall remember . perhaps with cears in our. 
Eyes, that it was nothing buta ſurfeitof hap- 
pineſs that. cauſed our miſery. Bur, beloved, 
I hope better things of you , and of the 
wiſedom and dear-bought Experience of the 
Age; if therefore we would be ſecured 
from theſe publick Calamities, let us render: 
to our Prince all durifull ſubje&tion, the leaſt. 
defe& of .which is an apparent advance to-. 


wards Ruine and Confuſion. 
Secondly, 
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"Secondly , Conſider that upon our dutt- 
_ full ſubjection to our Prince, the honour 
of our Religion depends, for men do gene- 
rally eſteem and value —_ according to 


the preſent good or hurt which they doe in 
the World; and even Religion itdlf, though 
it be the' moſt ſacred thing among men , is 
uſually valued by the preſent advantages 
which accrew from it, and how beneficial 
ſocyer it may be as to the other Life, if it 
ſhould be found hurtfull and nufctueyous 
in this, it will be impoſſible to fecure it from 


the hatred and contempt of mankind. Now 


there is nothing in which men are at preſent 
more generally concerned, than in the ſup- 
port and ſecurity of the Government under 


which they live, the weal of which 1s like 


a publick Bank, in which every Subject 
hath his ſtock and ſhare ; ſo that if once it 
ſhould appear that our —_— is miſchic- 
yous to Government, mankind would ſoon 
conſpire to prbclaim War with it, and to 
decry and explode it as a publick nufance 
to the World. Now the generality of men 
do judge of Religion by the actions of thoſe 
that make the loudeſt Pretences to it , and 


af once it' appear that they arc factious and 


ungo- 


-  T'J 


ungovernable, thoſe who underſtand no 
| better, will certainly conclude that it is their 
Religion that teaches them to be ſo, and 
being poſſeſſed with . this: opinion of it , 
it 15 no wonder if they fall foul on it, and 
decry 1t for a common make-bate and kin- 
dle-cole: for that which ſtrikes at Govern- 


ment ſtrikes at mankind. When there- 


| fore we repreſent our Religion as doing fo, 


by making it a pretence for Faction and 
Diſobedience , we doe what in us lies to - 
alarm the World againſt it, and to expoſe 
tas a common Enemy, to the publick Odi- 
um of mankind; and I yerily. believe ſhould 


men conſult the Devil himſelf, -what courſe 


they were beſt take to blaſt the- honour of 


Religion, he could . not: dire&t them to a 


more effe&tual one than under ſanctified : 


pretences to turn .Rebels-to. the Govern- 
ment ; and accordingly heretofore the Advyer- 


ſaries of Chriſtianity could find no ſuch . 
efiectual calumny- to blaſt and. expoſe it as - 
this, that it was an Enemy.to the civil Go-- 
yernment, as wiſely enough conſidering , 
that could. they. but infuſe into. mankind : 
a belief of this ſcandal, there was nothing . 
could be mare conducive to antidote __ 

minds . 
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minds againſt it, and te render- it baſe and 
infamous in the opinion of the World, 
whilſt therefore we conduct any ſeditious 
deſign under the holy banners of Chriftia- 
nity , we join hands with its open and pro- 
feſt adverſaries, and indeavour fo far as in 
us lies, to defend their moſt malitious Ca- 
lumnies againſt it ; and our factious beha- 
viour gloſſed with pretences of Chriſtian 
zeal, is a much ſtronger proof of that Hea- 
then Calumny, than all the arguments of 
Celfus, and. Porphyrie, and Hierocles toge- 
ther, becauſe the confeſſion of a ſeeming 
Friend, is of much more credit than the 
accuſation of an open Enemy ; whilſt there- 
fore we make our Religiona colour for our 
Faction and Diſloyalty, we confeſs it to be 
guilty of the moſt infamous thing that it 
was ever charged with, by the worſt of its 
enemies, viz, that 1t lays trains of factious 
Principles in mens Hearts and Conſciences, 
on purpoſe to blow up. Thrones and Go- 
vernments, and throw the World into Ru- 
ins and Confuſions; whereas on the 
contrary by our firm and unſhaken Loyal- 
ty to our Governours , we give an ocular 
demonſtration to the World, that our Re-/ 

ligion 


C25] 
-ligion 1s good for the beſt purpoſes, that 
it 1s not. onely beneficial in order to our 
future happineſs, which being diſtant and 
inviſible 1s nor fo apt to affect Men, bur 
that it 1s the moſt effeftual inſtrument 
even of our preſent ſafcty and welfare, as 
it 15 the great prop of Thrones and the ſu- 
_ reſt ſupporter of Government, upon which 
the welfare of Mankind depends ; and if 
we can but once convince Men, as we 
might eaſily do by our ſtcady Loyalty, that 
our Rcligion 1s the beſt ſecurity of Go- 
vernment, without which the World of 
Men 1s a mere Wilderneſs of Wolves and 
Tygers, we ſhall in this doe it greater ho- 
nour, and give 1t a more glorious reputa- 
tion in the World than by our moſt de- 
mure and ſpecious pretences to Sanctity 
without it; for whatever Men may ima- 
ine, it is demonſtrable that factious Gods 
ineſs is a greater reproach and ſcandal to 
Religion than open profaneneſs and im- 
ety. 
: Thirdly, conſider that upon our faithfull 
Subjection to our Prince the ſafety of our 
Religion depends; for there 1s nothing in 
the-World can more indanger our Religr- 
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on than our making it a pretence for. Re- 
bellion, for hereby we inevitably expoſe 
it to the hatred of Princes, and doe what in 
us lies to arm their pqwer againſt it, for 
by our actions we do in cfte&t make this 
open Declaration to them: Sirs, To tell you 
plainly, ye may thank our Relipion for our 
Diſobedience, we would be Loyal but it will 
not ſuffer us, and therefore ye were beſt have 
a care of it, for if ye do not ſuppreſs it it will 
undermine your 1 hrones, and one time or other 
arm the hands of your People againſt your 
Perſons and Dipnities : When therefore we 
ſet up our Religion againſt our Goycr- 
nours, we force them in their own defence 
to ſer themſelves againſt it, and to indea- 
your ſo far as 1 them lies to root at out of 
the World, and if being proyoked by our Se- 
dition, they ſhould ever draw their Swords a- 
gainſt it, it may thank us for it, who firſt be- 
gan the Quarrel and gave the Challenge, and 
did in effect declare by out Actions, that un- 
leſs they forced us to lay down our Reli- 
210n, our Religion would force them to lay 
down their Crowns, yea and though we 
ſhould fucceed in our Rebellion and proye 
too hard for our Governours, yet fuſt.or 
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ft our Religion will be ſure to ſmart for 
it; for when we have pulled down them 
we muſt ſet up ſome others in their room, 
and whoſoever they are, though they may 
love the Treafon by which themſelves were 
advanced, to be ſure they will hate the 
traiterous Religion, and never think them- 
ſelyes fafe in their Uſurpation whulſt choſe 
Principles prevail in the Conſciences of the 
People upon which they rebell'd againſt 
their former Goyecrnours; for let Men be 
never ſo zealous for feditious Principles 
whuilft they are Rebels, you may depend 
upon 1t they will be as zealous againſt 
them when they are Uſurpers, and be as 
much concern'd to ſuppreſs and extirpate 
them as ever they were before to uphold 
and propagate them; of the truth of which 
ye have a notorious inſtance 1 the late U- 
firper, who though while he was a Sub- 
ject was a zealous ftickler for thoſe Religious 
retences under which that barbarous Re- 
bellion was conducted, yet was no ſooner 
ſeated in the Throne but he grew quite a- 
weary of them, and could he but have ſe- 
duced our ſequeſtred Clergy from their 
natural Prince, which he ſundry times at-' 
a E #0 tempted, 
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terapted,-would willingly have pulled dowm 


- thole Seditious Sects that raiſed him, and: 


re-eſtabliſhed the Church of England, of 
whoſe inflexible Loyalty to Government 
he had had ſufficient experience. 
Our Loyalty therefore. is not onely.the. 
honeſteſt but the wiſeſt proviſion we can. 
make for the ſafety of our Religion, .be-- 
cauſe hereby we recommend it to Princes: 
as the ſafeſt guard of their Thrones, and. 
the ſureſt. detence of. their Authority, as. 
that which will-ſecure. and . facilitate their 
Government, and tie their-Subjects to them. 
by their Hearts and Conſciences, and when. 
by good experience they are convinced of. 
this, they cannot be enemies to 1t withour. 
bang. enemies to. themſelyes, and arming, 
their Power againſt their. own. authority. 

\ Fourthly and laſtly, Conſider that .if we 
of-this. Nation had no other motive, yet in. 
mere gratitude we ſtand obliged. to render. 
faichfull-Subjection to: our Princes, for con- 
ſidering with what an eafie and indulgent. 
Government, and with what a ſucceilion 
of excellent Princes God Almighty hach 


bleſſed us, I know no Nation under the. 
: Cope of Heaven that may be. ſo happy. as. 
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our ſelves if we pleaſe; for as our Goyern- 
ment 1s in the frame and conſtitution of. it 
a moſt ecafie Yoke and gentle Burthen, ſo 


for ſundry Ages we have had Princes as: 


gentle. and gratious as our Government ; 
Princes that have ſtudied our caſe and our 
happineſs , and that have in nothing fo 
much exceeded as in their Mercy and In- 
dulgence towards us; for, not to mention: 
that glorious Lady Queen: Elizabeth; thar. 
wiſe and [carned, that peaceable and' gra- 
tious Prince King Fames I. .of the Bleſſings of, 
whoſe Reigns but few if. any. of us were. 
partakers, not to mention that, pious and >. 
very way incomparabie Prince .Charles T.. 


whoſe facred Bloud is fuch a monumental .. 


ſhame. to Treaſon and Rebellion, as. muſt : 
make Rebels and Trattours, if they have 
any modeſty remaining in them bluſh. and- 
be confounded for ever ;. beſides theſe, it is : 
not long ſince that God. almighty hath de- 
prived us of one of the wiſeſt, moſt grati-, 
ous and. mercifull Kings that ever ſwayed a-. 
Sceptre, a King that had been long endea-. 
red to us not. onely by the gentleneſs of . 
his Reign, the prudence of his' conduct , 

and. the incomparable ſweetneſs of his tem-.. 
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rances, and as miraculous a Reſtoration, a 
Reſtoration that proclaimed and fignalrzed: 
Iim the Darling and Favorite of the divine 
Providence, a Prince that reigned in all ho- 
neſt Hearts by the inconquerable Charms 


_ of his own native goodneſs, which had- 


virtue enough in them, had the thing been' 
poflible, to have obliged Ingratitude, and' 
Ever to haye made Faction aſhamed, and 
Fanaticiſm Loyal. And now to him in 
deſpite of all the Helliſh machinations of a 
reſtleſs Faction, our preſent- rightfull Lord 
peaceably ſucceeds, a Prince whom God 


ſcems to have reſerved on purpoſe to make 


us amends for the meſtimable loſs we fu- 
ſtained in Charles the Wiſe and Good ; and: 
indeed confidering the great_and Princely: 
Vertues which adorn his Miftid, and ſhine 
through the whole Sphere of his activity, 
we have all the enconragement in the world 
to promulſe our ſelyes a continuance of thoſe 
Halcion days under his happy influence, if 
by our own inteſtine Seditions we do not. 
cloud and diſturb them that we have fo 
long enjoy'd under the auſpicious Reign of 
tis Brother ; for if from an. undaunted: 

ea. courage 


[31] 
coutage and-firmneſs of Mind, if from an 
wmamenſc greatneſs and generoſity of Soul, 
if from an inflexible ſincerity an Integrity 
of Manners, if from an impartial Juſtice, 
ſweetened with an indearing benignity of 
Temper, if from the fair conjunction of all 
theſe Royal Vertues in a Prince, a People 
may preſage their own happineſs, we have 
all theſe to btuld our hope on in our pre- 
ſent Sovereign, who to give an abſolute: 
confidence to our hope, hath gratiouſly de- 
_e in our hands that ſacred pledge of 
s own Royal Faith by a publick repeated 
Declaration inviolably to preſerve our Laws, 
and Liberties, and Properties, and which 
ought to be deareſt to us than all, the e- 
Rabliſhed Religion of our Church, which for 
purity of Worſhip and Doctrine, for anti- 
quity of Diſcipline and Government, for 
loyalty of Principles and Practice, outſhines 
all the Churches in the World ; and for us: 
ro miſtruſt the ſecurgy of that Faith which 
yet was never forfeited toany Man, would 
be not onely rude and difingenuous, but 
unjuſt and malitious; ſo that conſidering 
the admirable frame of our Government, 
and the unparallel'd goodneſs of our Prin- 
CES, 
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ces, we are certainly-the moſt 6bliged Sub- 
jects in the Workd. And if after this we 
ſhould prove factious and diſloyal, what will | 

| - the World fay of us, :but that we are a'Peo- 
| | ple of a baſe and ungratefull Genus, whom 
I * no - goodneſs can indear or oblige ? and 
E| what may we expect from God, but that, 
as.a juſt retribution for -our black ingrati- 
| ' tude, he ſhould make us feel the ſmart of 
| all thoſe barbareus Tyrannies and Oppreſ- 
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ſions which hitherto we-have unjuſtly com- 
plained of ? Wherefore, unleſs we intend 
itt | to render ourflves both infamous to Men, 
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ot | and odious to God, let us chearfully com- 
Wt ply with this, great Precept of our Religion, 


A; Let every Soul of us be ſubje to the higher 
Powers, forafmuch as the Powers .that are, are 
ordained of God. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Flere are lately publiſhed by the ſame Authour.- 
| the Books following. 


The Chriſtian Life, Part I. From its Beginning to + 
its Confummation in Glory, together with the ſeveral 
Means and Inſtruments of Chriſtianity conducing there- | 
unto; with directions for private Devotion, and forms « 


of Prayer fitted to the ſeveral ſtates of Chriſtians. . The. - 


third Edition. 


The Chriſtian Life, Part IT. Wherein the fundamen- - 
tal Principles of Chriſtian Duty are aſſigned, explained : 
and proved. Val. I. | 


A Sermon preached before the Right Honourable - 


the Lord Mayor, &c. Decemb. 16. 1683. on Prov. - 


XXIV. 21. And meddle not with them that are given + 


to change. 


A Sermon preached before the Right Honourable: 
the Lord Mayor, &c. on Fuly 26. 1685.. being the 
day of Thankſgiving for His Majeſty's Viftory over 
the Rebels, on 2 Sam. XVIII. 28.: And Ahimaaz called 


and ſaid wnto the King, All is well... And he fell dows -- 


to the earth upon his face: before the King, and ſald, 
Bleſſed be the Lord thy God, which hath delivered up 


the men that. lift up. their. hand againſt my Lord the Y 


Bing. 


